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VOL. XI ATE SORPS NEWS NO. 13 
Information Divisicn October 15.192 Lunition building 
Air Gorps oe nn Washington, ).U, 


The chief purpese of this publication is to distribute information on aero-= 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Arny, Keserve Corps, National 
Guard and others connected with aviation, 
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THE MATIONAL AIR RAGES AT SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 


"The Air Races weve u ‘splendid success", wrote Mr, Walter Evans, President 
of the Executive Committea of the National Air Derby Associat rine Spokane, Wash., 
to the Chief of Air Corps, Hxpressing his gratitude for tne cooperation extended 
by the Army Air Corps, Lr. Evans ascerted thet for the first ion the Air Races 
were @ naying proposition and that those in charge anticipate 2 surplus of between 
$1,000 and 35,C0CO0,after paying the prizes and all expenses, "This, we feel, 
states ir. Evans, "is quite an accomplishment; but further than taet the Air Races 
were rewarkable, Our people shall never forcet the part the Army played in it. 
There is no use me trying to talk to you about what the Army flyers did; it was 
more than marvelous", 


As one Magne r expressed it, those fauiliar with the way Westerners flock 


to something in which tney are really interested = ani they are all really in-= 
perested abouts aan now = think thet the gate receipts may be nearly 
§200, 00. 

The Races proper were held on September word and 4th, but they were pre- 
ceded by the Nutional Air DJevby, New York to Spokane, Septeuber 19-21, and the 
Pacific Air Deis, Sun Fra.cisco to Spokane, September 2lst. Fifteen flyers 


started in the (lass A Jercy from New York to Spokane, and ir. U.We Holman, cf 
$b. Paul, piloting a laird Saiiainsen date was declared the winner. tis elapsed time 
was computed at 19 heirs, 46 mimrtes, 47 seconds, ir, Hel, Lallough, of Uhicaso, 
finished second. He led atl the way until he made a bad vapiniinpi at Lutte, sion= 
tauna. First prize for this event was $10,000, and secend prize, $5,000. 
There ware 25 stervers in tae vlass b Derby from New York tc Spokane, and 
cs 


e 


the winner was Mr. O.W. Myers, of Detroit, whe received a prize of 35,000. His 
elapsed time wns ie hours, £3. winutes, 15 seconds. 

All five entries finished in the Class A, fer Francisco-Spokane Derby, tho 
Winner being Lippiat, who piloted a Travelair monoplane, in the Class b 
event, San Francisco to Spokane, wl. Langdon, pe sterpe an International, won 
first honors, First prize for Class A vas 31,500; Class @, ‘31,000. 

Radie Stinson and’ Juke Schiller left Roosevelt Ficld, New ~~ in identical 
Monoplanes, for a 2,300-mile nonstop race across the contanot * o Spokane. <Ac-= 
eonpainy ing’ Stinson was Yoehler, a tast pilot from Stihs on's ne Factory. 

chiller's companion on his air voyage was Edward Bokn, of St. Leuis. Both of 
“ak passengers were capable of relieving the pilots during the long hours of 
the nonstop flight, Both of these attempts to snan tno continent withcut an 
intermediate stop met with failure, Stinson was forced down nt Miss soula, Liont., 
because of a broken rucker arm and a stuck valve. Schiller was forced to land at 
billings, Montana, 

} September 21st was a day of thrills for the spectutore ut Felts Field, 
Spokane, Wash,, where the Air Races were held. Archibald Atherton, of Sun Diego 
@ kiarine Sergeant, stepped out of a plure flying at aa altitude of 5,0CO foet, 
With the cbject of making a live parachute jump. His chute opened, but as it 
neared the. ground it collapsed and Atherton fell quite a distance, It was found, 
however, that he suffered nothing more serious than a dislocuted collar-bone, 

Short ly following the above mishap, Lieut. George Towner, Liarine Corps, giv- 
ing an exhibition of formation stunt flying with the wiarine Pursuit pbunttinalae. 
grandstand. In 
the start of the loop, Lisut, Towner, according to reperts, dived toward tne 
8round, apparently misjudged his sepeainaipl: scraped the grcund and wiped off his 
entire? landing gear and tore off a vart of the lower wing, his speed at that 
time was such, however, that he completed the mineuver without losing his place 
in the farmed ion. Still in the air, mus his lending gear, and with a crippled 
Wing, the spectators watched the young Marine Lieutenant maneuvering in this 
greatest of handicaps which can befall a flyer in the air. The field was promptly 
Cleared, and ull the machines in the air moved to high altitudes to give Licut. 

=” 290 - a Ve5727 pA 


en aan 








CAR ee ee ee ee Ta ee ee ee ee ee 











Towner the ovly advant 
in which to mancuver, 





are which can be accorded in such @ situation - ample room 
Lieut. Towaer, without hesitation, throttled his motor, 


and as he neared the flying field he was seen to he working at his controls des- 
perately tc get his tail down low, ie gwmge" tne crippled ship in tail low at 


a very slow landing sp 


eel, and as it came to a balance on its forward surfaces 


it pancaked into a heap of. vreckaze. Shaking his head and waving his hand, Lieut, 
Towner stepped out cf the wreckage, smiling, and walked off the field unaided, 


Specbators at the 
the arrival of Stinson 


field on tne following day, Sept. 22rd, waited in vain for 
and Schiller, the nonstop flyers from New York. Lieut, 


James H. Doolittle, Air Jorps gave the crowd an interesting exhibition of acrobatics 
in the air, He performed all the maneuvers possible in the category of acrobatics, 
except the outside loop. Lt. Doolittle performed this particular maneuver in the 

past, and is the only living pilot who has dene so, Army Orders now in effect pro- 


hibit the outside Loon 


» Lt. Doolittle convinesd the spectators of his absolute 


mestery of the fast little plane he piloted. 
Charles "Casey" Jones, the Curtiss racing pilot, and the youngsters in the 


model airplane contest 


hai a lot of fun in the afternoon, Mr, Jones had become 


the starter of the races, cwing to tne indisposition of the official starter. 


The vcungsters with the 
patiently for their mor 


ir papsr planes driven by rubber bands had been waiting 
lent, and they guthered around iir, Jones for instructions 


as if they were about to go up,themselves, Their toy planes flew well. The win- 


nor, Herbert Slate, 15 
won the $50.00 prize. 


years old, kept his ssodel up in the air for 51 seconds and 
His brother, Edward, was second. 


The Pony Express Race, in which planes go around and land with dead sticks, 
their pilots ju®%ping out and running to an official and then starting off again, 
was won by Lee Willey in an agle Rock plane, with J.S. Charles in another Eagle 


Rock second. 
The Aero Divast N 
Spckane, Wash. 
Cn Sentember 24th 
exhibitions of fast 


aT 


atioral Guard Trophy Race was von by Captain H.R. Neely, of 


the large crowd at Felts Field was treated to a series: of 


iying, Lieut, E.c, Latten's performance in piloting his 


g 
ship at a speed oxceeding =09 miles an hour was the outstanding feature of the 


last day of the Netion 


a1 Races. He was entered in the Spékesman Keview Trophy 


Race, a free fr all contest for Pursuit planes. Piloting in XP-6A plane, he 


averaged 201,239 miles 
ants finished in the f 


&n hour over a 120-mile course. Other Air Corps contssta 
ollowing ordsr: 


end Place \P-6 plane Lieut, A-J. Lysn 1€9,608 m.p,h. 

6th Place PW-9(V- 1400) " "CH . Beverly 169.431 * 

8th Place Pl-5 " W.L. Correlius 161,502 4 

Sth Place Fl-i - I.A,. Woodring 159,184 : 
10th Place P1-5 P L.C, Mallory (Ruled out in 4th lap for 


Navy and slarine © 


cutting pylon.). 
orps pilots won 3rd, 4th, 5th and 7th places in this contest, 


In a spséd sontest for the Liberty Eugine Luilders Trophy, Lieut, H.A. Johnson, 
of Wright Field, and Lieut. G.A, McHenry, of Fort Crockett, Texas, both piloting 


specially motored Curt 
distanced their three 
averaged a gens <i Li 
W.R, Taylor, 129,395 m 
Burgess wus forced on 
The contest for t 
capacity airplanes, Wa 
miles per hour. Lieut 
Douglas J-l plane 
In the race 


J 
or P 


a 

3 
o 
I 


iss ships, the fcrwer an XC13A and the later an X13, out 
other SRNPOR ERNE who piloted O2-C ships, Lieut. Johnson 
0,155 miles per hair; Lisut. McHenry, 164,039 m,p.h,; Lieut. 
wpeh, and Lieut. Vii. Grant, 123.46 u.p.h. Lieut. Wir. 
in tre 12th lap. 

he Packard Liowcr Car Company Trophy, an event for large 

s won by Lieut. H.W, Beaton, who averaged a speed of 115,198 
s, W.li. Doolittle and T.J. Koenig, both of whom piloted 


averaged 100.243 o.p.h, und 61.285 m.p.h. respectively. 


ursuit Type Army airplanes, which was a nip and tuck affair 


the Arny Air Corps contestants finished in the following order: Lieut, W.L. Gaenpicx: 


ius, 158.412 m.p.h.; Li 
Lieut. W.A, Maxwell, 1 
others flew the Pl-B. 
The race for comn 
who averaged 102,548 m 
Richter, Jr., of Los A 
Troy, Ohio, in a Waco, 


ieut. I.A. Woodring, 155,046; Lieut. L.C. Mallory, 153,606; 
53,056, The last named officer piloted a PW-9, while the 


ercia] planés was won by Eugene Dettmer of Tarrytown, N.Y, 
tiles per hovr for 80 miles in a Travelair biplane. Paul 
Angeles, in en Eagle Rock plane, was secoud, and U.W, Meyers, 


was third. The prizes were $1,000, J600 and $400, 


A midget Heath Parasol plane won tuo races without competition, with Ewe 


Heath at the controls, 
Irwifi, of Sacramento, 


ebecause of an accident to the only other entrant - Jack 


Calif. First prizss were $500 for each race, 
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A feature of the stunt program was a special parachute jump by Hilda Drabold, 
1é-year old high school senior of Tacoma, why had made only one other jump. 
wee OO Gama 


GREAT BRITAIN WINS SCHNEIDER CUP RACH 


September 26, 1927, according to.tne british publication,FPLIGHT, will for- 
ever remain a red-letter day in the history of british aviation. Not only was 
the Schneider Trophy Race for seaplanes won by Great Britain on that day, but it 
was won at a speed which exceeded the world's record speed for land planes over 
the short, straight-line course. FLIGHT goes on to say: 

"When it is considered that the weight and head resistance of a pair of floats 
are very much greater than the corresponding figures for a land plane undercarriage, 
it becomes possible to form some idea of what british designers have achieved in 
the Schneider machines, iioreover, the Schneider course was a triangular one, with 
two corners demanding very sharp turns, whereas the straight-line course used for 
land plane speed records enablea a machine to go "all-out" curing the whole tine 
its speed is being measured, One has considerable difficulty in refraining from 
a liberal use of superlatives referring to the British victory at Venice, but all 
that need be said is that the British engines, machines and pilots did better than 
well," 

Expressing regret that all three Italian machines failed to complete the 
course, FLIGHT says: 

"The Italian victory in the previous Schneider Race was such a magnificent 
performance, and represented such astounding progress in the course of one year, 
that everyone wished the iiecubi firm the best of luck this vear, That they were 
unadle te complove the course robied the race of much of its interest, and al~- 
thouch, from the lap sveeds nut up until forced to abandon +he rqce, it is permis- 
sible to assume that they could nce+ possibly have beaten the British machines, 
none of Britain's rerrssentatives, nor the British public, uesired victory by a 
'walk-over', However, the futes decreed otherwise, and the two Supermarine 5.5 
monoplanes were the cniy wechines to complete the course." 

The winning machine, piloted by Flight-Lieut. S Wi. Weocter, was fitted with 


the geared Napier engine, and his victory at the terrific average speed of 281,49 


Mep.h. over the course "is proof that Napnier's have managed to produce not only 
a direct-drive racing engine which is reliable, but also which is perhaps the 
more remarkable, a geared engine with the same reliability and the greater effi- 
ciency resulting fro: higher power and better p-opeller efficiency." 

The Schneider Trovhy Race for seaplanes, cviginally scheduled to take place 
at Venice on Sunday, Sopt, 25th, was, on accovms of unfavorable woather conditions, 
postponed until Monday, By Monday noon conditions had improved and the race was 
held, resulting in an impressive victory for Great Britain. The winning machine, 

a Supermarine S.5, piloted by Flight-Lieut. Webster, averaged 453,082 km, per 
hour (281.54 m.p.h.) over a course totalling 350 kilometors (217 miles). 

Second place was secured by Flight-Lieut. Worsley on unother Supermurine 5.5 
similar to the winner, but fitted with a direct-drive Napier engine, His average 
speed was 439.472 km, per hour (272.96 m.p.h.) Out of the six starters these 
were the only machines to complete the course, the others having been compelled 
to abandon the race for various reasons, Flight-Lieut. Kinkvad, the third British 
entrant, was able to finish five laps, and his averag? speed for this distance was 
272,92 mep.h, The winning pilet secured his highest speed wark in the fourth lap 
264,11 m.p.h. His lowest mark, third leap, war 279,86 peh. ; 

Major de Pernardi, who won the Schieider Race for Ituly last year at Hauapt on 
Roads, Va,, with an averago speed of 246.496 u.peh., only completed one lap, which 
he traversed at a speed of 265.7 mapsh, Cuptain F, Guazzetti, for Italy, completed 
six laps at an everage speed of 257.5 mapeh, Captain Arturo Ferrarin, the third 
Italian entrant, was forced out prior to the completion of the first lap, due to 
engine failure, 

The Italian Aero Club handed over the Schneider Tropny to the british team, 
The actual Trophy could not be presented, as it was too heavy, but the cerenony 
was carried out symbolically. Prince Scalea, who is President of the Italian Aero 
Club, voiced intense admiration for the great feat of the English pilots. He said: 

"The Venetian sky has.seen many noble signts and valorous deeds in the past, 
and it is indeed fit that in this same Venetian sky English pilots should have won 
& victory which stirred the imagination of the whole world, In the past and in the 
present the spirit of emulation hus inspired airmen to ever greater achievements, 
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and in the future the same spirit will drive them forward to ever new conauests, 
We hope that we shall agair win this trophy, but in the meantime no words of praise 
can be too high for the skill, bravery and daring of the British victors." 

When Flight-Lieut, Webster rose to express his appreciation of the Italian 
welcome on his victory, he blushed, and in a few simple words proposed the toast 
of the Italian competitors. 

Gabriele DtAnnunzio, the famous Italian airman-pbeti,, sent Lieut. Webster a 
beautiful gold ring. Each of the three British pilots were also presented with 
a small, beautifully chased silver cigarette case by the poet, The british pilots 
returned thanks to him for his wxifts in the following message: 

"To Gabriele D'Annunzio, soldier, poet, brave aviator during the war, british 
pilots render thanks, moved and proud "that their names should be linked together 
on this occasion," 

It is reported that the winning Supermarine-Napier S,5 will be used by the 
British Air Ministry for further experiments in high-speed flying. One wonders 
what speed this machine, as a land plane, would make over a straight-away course, 
It certainly seems that the day when airplanes will travel at a speed of five miles 
a minute is not far off, 

==-000--~ 


AN APPRECIATION OF LINDBERGH FROM INDIA 


The Information Division of the Air Corps recently received a publication, 
from Aundh State, India, printed, presumably, in the Hindu language. Perhaps it 
is printed in some other language - the characters are strange to us -~ but, at 
any rate, the point is that « number of pages are devoted to Colonel Lindbergh's 
famous flight to Paris. Of ~his we are certain, because there is a letter by the 
editor, S.V. Ki-Loskar, prix nak in English, fronting this article, followed by a 
full-page cartoon of Uncle Sam, with his hand on Lindbergh's shoulder, receiving 
congratulavions from lisdame "India" to wit: 

"I congratulate you highly, Uncle Sam, on having such an illustrous son." 

Also in this article, there is a photograph of Col, Lindbergh, a sketch of 
the "Spirit of St, Louis", a map of the route from New York to Paris, etc. 

The letter from the editor reads as follows:- 

"Few things have so deeply stirred the hearts of India and evoked such hugh 
admiration as the marvelous feat of Uolonel Lindbergh, The triumph he has achieved 
is a matter of glory, not only for his own countrymen, but the entire human race, 
He may belong to America by birth; but through his superhuwan work he has lifted 
himself far above the ordinary earth-dweller w!o3e mental outlook is limited only 
by the walls of his house, or the map border of his country that the whole world 
has an equal claim on this hero. 

We often say = 'The world isn't such a big place after all’, but Lindbergh 
has gone a deal forward and has conclusively shown that in fact, it is really a 
small place, He has pushed aside the great barriers of time and space and has 
inaugurated an ema, in which the whole world will be made easily accessible for 
every individual, Doesn't this mean that we msy look forward to the happy day, 
when through a closer association a better understanding and harmony would be 
brought about among the various races and the whole world be united into a bond 
of fraternity. 

"In order to pay a tribute to his heroic work as well as to the rarest com- 
bination of his qualities of heart and head, which have made Lindbergh a symbol 
of inspiration to all the youths of the world, this magazine had the pleasure of 
issuing a special number, a copy of which is sent herewith with the editor's 
compliments." 

Truly, what a wonderful. ambas sador to all the world Lindbergh has proved to be 

-~--000--= 


PRESIDENT COOLIDGE HONORS HAWAIIAN FLYERS 


President Coolidge on September 29th presented to Lieuts. Lester J. liaitland 
and Albert F, Hegenberger, of the Army Air Corp., the Distinguished Flying Cross 
for their successful flight from Cakland, Calif., to Honolulu. The presentations 
were mado in the rear yard of the White House in the presence of Secretaryof War 
Davis, Assistant Secretary of War Davison, and a number of high ranking officers 
of the Arny, 

The certificate of citation praised the flyers for "extraordinary achievement 
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while participating in an aerial flicht" and for "masterly skill,, courage, en- 
durance and tenacity of purpose in negotiating the flight to Hawaii, the first to 
be negotiated from the American mainland," 

The President congratulated the aviators after pinning the medals on their 
breasts. 

Their was recently received by the Chief of Air Corps from the Board of Port 
Commissioners, Cakland, Calif., a photograph of the bronze plaque, commemorating 
the flight of Lieuts, Maitland and Hegenberger from Oakland's Municipal Airport 
to the Hawaiian Islands on June 26, 1927, This bronze plaque, donated by Mr, 
Joseph R. Knowland, publisher of the Oakland TRIbUNE, is mounted on a granite base, 
and will be permanently located on the field where it may be readily seen by all 
visitors to the airport. 

At the top of this plaque, standing out in bold relief, is a reproduction of 
an airplane which carried the intrepid airmen on the longest over-water flight 
thus far made, while underneath it is the following inscription: 

"On Tuesday, June 28, 1927, at 7:08 A.M., Lieutenant Lester J. luaitland and 
Lieutenant Albert F, Hegenberger, Air vorps, United States Army, took off from 
the Oakland Municipal Airport on the first successful non-stop trans-Pacific air 
flight, arriving at Wheeler Field, Schofield Barracks, Island of Oahu, Territory 
of Hawaii, on Wednesday, June 29, at 6:29 A.ld. (iicnolulu Time) covering a distance 
of 2218 miles," 

===000--= 


DR. MOSS LESTURES ON SUPERCHARGERS 


Drs J. Sanford Mess, of “he General Electric Uo., delivered a ledture at 
Aberdeen Provin? Groun's, Mc,, recently on the subject of suyerchargers, illus-~ 
trating same with slides, The audience consisted of members of the 49th Lombard- 
ment Squadron, the 617% Coast Art:tlery (anti-Aircraft ) and “roving Ground person- 
nel, The lecture was extremely interesting and was appreciaied by the audience, 

--=000-—— 


CAPTAIN EAGLE BLOSSOMS FORTH AS A PUBLIC SPEAKER 


Captain Autrey I, Eagle, stationed at Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, 
Galif., has been kept rather busy during the last six months with public speaking 
engagements, Not all the calls for addresses cculd be met, particularly at distant 
places, but the list is rather imposing. Addresses were delivered before the fol- 
lowing organizations with subjects as indicatec: 

April 10th - California Academy of Sciences = "Exploration of Mindoro". 

April 13th - €3rd Coast Artilléryt (A.A.) "Bombarduent Aviation", 

May 13th - Stanford University (Cosmopolitan Club) "Future of Aviation". 

May 23rd = Crocker Junior High School = "Aircraft and Flights". 

July llth - Kiwanis, Oakland - "#ffect of Distant Flights on Future of 

Aviation". 

June 13th - Kiwanis, San Francisce = "Long Distance Flights". 

July 16th = Lions Club, iierced = “Long Distance Flights", 

July 17th - Fitzgerald Memorial Church, San Francisco = “Aircraft and 

Civilization", 

July 25th = Chamber of Commerce, Merced = "Aircraft Development", 

August lst - Kiwanis, Berkeley - "America in the Air", 

Sept, 7th - Crocker Junior High School = "Aircraft". 

In addition to the above public addresses, five lectures were given by Uapt, 
Eagle during encampment of the 63rd Coast Artillery (A.A.) Capitola, Calif., to 
Regular and Peserve officers on various phases of military activities inthe air, 
Subject: "Aircraft Offense and Defense", 

Dates calling for addresses at Petaluma Chamber of Commerce; Civitan Ulub, 

Sen Francisco; Chamber of Commerce, Alameda, and a return engagement at the Acad- 
fay of Science, California University, were postponed due to the press of work 
at Capitola cooperating with the 63rd Coast Artillery, 

~---000=<— 
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HAWAIIAN FLYERS BID FAREWELL TO GEN, LEWIS 


Shortly before his departure from Hawaii, Major-General E,lie Lewis, Depart- 
- 294 baad Ve5 727, AaCe 








ment Commander, inspected the defenses of Ouhu from the air in the Fokker U-2 
Transport, 

An Aloha Fiignt of 30 airplanes, from the 5th Gomposite Group and the l&th 
Tursuit Group, escorted the Transport “Thomas"several miles to sea recently in 
honor of General Lewis, who departed en route to .ianila, where he will spend his 
leave prior to his retire ue YIb , 


---c00--= 
Ney OFFICERS FOR ThE ARTY AIR CORPS 
Of the. 54 cundidates who passed the examination held June 20 to 25, 1927, 
for appointment as 2nd Lieuterant in the Regular Army, 34 were assigned to the 
Army Air Corps, viz: 

George Robert Acheson* Harry Jolin Flatequal 
John Quincy Adams eorge Richard Geer 
Henry Rosser Angell** Ctto Clyde George*** 
Donald Wright benner* Walter Jillian Gross*** 
Harry Prime Bissell* Joseph Gerard Hopkins* 
William Barwig Blaufuss John N. Jones*** 
Harold Frederick Brown George Henry Macnair*** 
a William Desresiers Waldine Winston Mecsmore 

Lawrence Henry Dout hit* Forrest Lynne Neville*** 

James Arthur Ellison* kerbert hielvin Newstrom 
Ford Larimore Fair* Charles Bernard Gveranker ,irs* 
Ivan Maurice Paimer* Alien Ralph Springer* 

Frank Keith Park**« Gilbert Lorenzo Tefft*** 

Hoyt Leroy Prindle* Harold A, Wheat on*** 

Frank Hamic+ Robinson* Franklin Calhoun Wolfe* 

Keith Roscve* Paul Leamon Woodrnuif** 

Gordon Philip Saville* Herman Franklin \/so0lard* 

* Air C-rps Reserve Officer on extended active duty. 


*& Noncounissiored Officer on duvy with tue Air vorpse 
*ke Flying cadet on active duty with the Air vorps, 
wen QO Qa== 


eau URLAL PHOT O3RA : PHIG WORK ON PAVIFI Tu OGAST 


The Commanding Officer of the U.S, Naval Station, Sand Point, Seattle, 
Washington, recently forwarded the following comunication to the Commanding 
Officer of Crissy Fieid: 

"It is desired to express the appreciation of this Comaand for the two ex- 
cellent aerial photographic mosaics made by Lieut. Taylor, of the 15th Photo 
Section, attached to Crissy Field, and forwarded through Lieut. T.J. Koenig, 
Air Corps Reserve Unit at Sand Point. 

"These photographs have been very valuable in planning the development of 
Sand Point, and it is planned to send one to the Bureau of Aeronautics, Navy 
Department, Washington, D.U., in connection with recommendations for the future 
additions to the landing field," 

The 15th Photo Section completed during August a 25-square mile mosaic of 
San Joaquin Valley for the Enzineers of the Second District in connection with 4 
project to deepen a channel of the San Joaquin River for shipping purposes, 
== O000--= 


GENERAL OFFICERS MAKE CROSS-COUNTRY FLIGHT IN PANAMA 


Lieut .-Colonel Arthur G, Fisher, Commanding Officer of France Field, Panama 
Canal Zone, recently organized an interesting flight to David, Panama, about 250 
miles from France Field. General Martin, the Panama Canal Department Commander, 
and General Graves, the Division Conmander, had long been desirous of making an 
airplane trip to David and to pay a visit to Boquette, wheré are located a nunber 
of fine coffee plantations, Three bombers, three DHS and two photo ships com- 
prised the flight, and the aerial travelens, in addition to the two General. of- 
ficers, included Colonel Fisher, Colonel Nelly, iiajor Prescott (chief of Telephone 
and Telegraph System of Panama), Lieut. biddle(Aide), Capt. Connell, Lieuts, Lars, 


Evans, Martin, Gaffney, iiayhue, Douglass, licDonald and Downey, ; 
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After a successful flight from Albrook Field to David, the party went to 
Boquette to enjoy the mountain air end to inspect the coffee plantations. The 
Photo planes photosraphed Mt. Volcan and cther places of scenic and military value, 
returning to France Field tne next dav. The rest of the party returned two days 
later, ‘ 
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SCOTT FINLD BALLOONISTS UNDERGO STRE!UOUS EXPERIENCES 


During the first part of September, Gaptain V.E, Kepner and Lieut, W.0. Eareck- 
son, ef Scott Field, Il)., took aff from that station in an €0,000 cubic ft. free. 
beiioon for a practice flight in preparation for the International Ballocn Race 
which was held at Detroit, Mich. After traveling over several States, they finale 
ly landed in a dense forest in the wilds of Michigan, They reported that they had 
to land; first, because they were in a line squall with strong shifting curreits 
beth horizontally and vertically and with a velocity varying between 30 and 40 
miles per hour; second, they were headed in a direction that would have carried 
them over Lake Huron at a place where the width was about 15C miles. On landing 
they were dragged through the tors cf tall trees for about two miles in order to 
cut down their velocity and find a place suitable to land. both Uaptain Kepner 
and Lieut, Eareckson suifered slight injuries due to their close contact with the 
limbs of trees, Licut, Eareckson was unconscious for a short period of time and 
Captain Kepner suffered a cus upper lip, a black eye and a bruised chin, Their 
landing was followed by a heavy downpour of rain. 

The following morning, after walking seven miles by compass, they located the 
only truck in thot “neck of the woods" and had the ballocn hauled to a railway sta- 
tion and shipped to Scott Fieid, An understanding of the air currents may be had 
from the fact t»at at one tise the 200-ft. drag rope weuld twist around and assume 
a helical shape, After shipoing the balloon, the weary aerenauts proceeded to 
Detroit by rail to vsriicipa.e in she International Balloo hace, It was during 
this contest that thy ran into a vertical current which cusried them to 27,000 
feet, where once more Lieu, Eareckson "passed out", This time, however, it was 
due to the lack of oxygen. This altitude was reached in 20 minutes, which the 
Scott Field Correspondent telieves to te a record. 

~==000--= 


BALLOON AND AIRSHIP SCHOOL STARTS NEW TiRN 


The present course at the Air Corns Rallcoa and Airship School at Scott Field, 
Ill,, started on September 15th with eight stuient officers as follows: 
Lieut .-Col, Jacob W.S, Wuest, lst Lieut. Willian H. Turnbull, 2nd Lieuts. H.iH. : 
Couch, Fred A, Ingalls, Re. Holmes, J.P. Kirkendall, all of the Air Corps, Captain 
John C, Bryan (Air Corps Reserve) and CVeptain Tu Ying of the Chinese Army. 

Seven flying cadets and one Staff Sergeant are aiso attending the present clas: 
at the ahove school, 

one O00--— 


PICKINGS FROM MARCH FISLD 4 
By the News Letter Correspondent i 


Ed, Note; Seoms like old times to receive a contribution from March Field, 
Back in '2]1 or '22 we used to enjoy reading the “dope" which the 
enterprising Publicity Officer was wont to send us regularly, We i] 
hope, since March Field is back on the map again, we will hear 
from that activity with the same regularity as of yore. If the 
contribution from liarch Field now presented is a fair sample, there 
is a cheerful future ahead, 


Should any of you need instruction in the how, when and why of growing grass, 
transplanting shrubbery end otherwise renovating a camp which has been idle for 
several years, just write, or better report for duty, and the personnel of this 
TRAINING SCHOOL will commence the development of that part of your military edu- 
cation, At that, the grass has comuenced to show résults of constant watering ‘ 
from our new 35,0U0-gallon capacity well, which was put down soon after the ar- 
rival of the first increment of personnel about July 15th. Fact is, it's barely 
possible that the Kedets due here November lst may be initiated into the mystic 
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order of the Pick and Shovel and storted to digsing lawns and seeding them. Was 
ever a military pilot's cducation begun in that manner? Cadets of the first train 
ing camp in 1917 please report, 

Many of our permanent officer personnel have recently crossed “the burning 
sands" (of Califcrnia and Texas) and have come to add their strength to the suc- 
cessful accomplishment of our mission. If you don't believe they burn, just cross 
‘em in August with a family worn out throvgh constant cnange of station and you 
are forced to tour by auto in an effort tc keep down the old expense account, an 
to get that very isportant part of your equipmert, the auto, here without having 
to pay excess freight, Among those cowing under this heading are: 


Majors Willard F, Harmon lst Lieuts, Homer B, Chandler 
Carlyle H. Wash Carl We. Pyle 

Capts, Lloyd N. Keesling Cornelius J. Kenny 
Rosenham Beam William L. Boyd 
Idwal H. Zdwards Younger A, Pitts 
Orlo H. Quinn Bernard J, Tooher 
Joseph H. Davidson Mile N. Clark 

lst Lts,Earle G. Harpe RoCewe Llessley 
John B. Patrick Aubrey Hornsby 
Ralph B. Walker Nathan F, Twining 
Alvan &, Kincaid William EB, Clarke 
James L, Grisham Hugh 0. Minter 
Earle H, Tonkin Donald W. Norwood 
Alfred Lindeburg end Lieuts, William G, Plummer 
Donaid G, Stitt Wallace E, Whitson 


In a class by themselves or, certainly not a part of the class just listed, 
are two more valvable recent additions - Captain Orlo Quinn and lst Lieut. "Barney" 
Toohers That pert of the p-cceding paragraph with reference to strained financial 
circumstances at,iy heie wivh equal force, though neither lics the advantage of a 
wife to act as Nevigat«or on their cross-country auto tours. The need of such as- 
Sistance is evidenced vy the fact that Captain Quinn came by way of Salt Lake City, 
Portland, San Frencisco and points east, North and West, while Lieut. Tooher came 
by way of the border tc Tia Juana and thence along the coast. Orlo blames a faulty 
compass for his error in navigation, while Barney claims to have followed the bount- 
ary line and the Pacific Ocean on his way out. The latver is the better alibi. 
Cheer up, Girls! We'll set ‘em yots 

All ex2 now assembled around the Shrine de March Field and the nearby town of 
Riverside, where our favorite indoor and outdocr sport is house-hunting. Lieut. 
Pitts has probably beer the most active in thic respec’, having stopped one night 
et the Mission Inn and was presented, the folliwing morning, with a bill for $36.00, 
"For Rent" ads in the localipaner bring out a najority of attendance from the field 
the following morning, So also do ads of secondhand ice boxes and gas stoves, 
Genuine appreciatior ust here be expressed of the kind trea:ment affordedi and as- 
sistance given us by the various local civic organizations and individuals in gettin; 
settied, all of whom are sincere in ezpressing their gretituie in again having us 
with them, Evidence of this is the fact that we lave a sub-atation of the Carnegie 
Public Library established st the field. What other station can equal that for 
support? , 

Brigadier-Genera]l Frank P, Lahm and Lieut. Jack Hodgson arrived last Friday 
on a tour of inspection which will keep them with us for several days. Haven't 
heard how General lLahm feels about the progress being made at the station, but will 
keep wn eys.on:Majct Harmon end reputt to you..at a later date. 

Congressman W. Frank James was a recent visitor +o our station while touring 
the Pacific Coast stations by air with Lieut, Dinger as his pilct in the Fokker 
Transport, 

On all occasions of the arrivel of visitors entitled to the courtesy, we turn 
out all aircraft at the station to meet them and fly an accompanying formation to 
the field (keeping up the good old Air Corps custom) -~ TWO DHs and TWO PTs In 
the absence of aircraft we have invented a new Air Corps formation in which all 
military pilots line up, seniors at the head of the line, and file by for an intro 
duction, Does that constitute one flight for pay purposes? 

It_was necessary to issue the following order recently = "On account of the exe 
ceedingly cold nights prevailing at this station, organization oommanders will 16 
sue three blankets to all enlisted men." Kelly, Brooks and Duncan Fields please 
note, Not so bad when one has added to this the advantage of stepping out the back 
door and selecting one's breakfast from either a grape-fruit or orange tree, the 
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while couplaining of the hard life one has to lend in the a-renmy. 

Don't think that General Lahua wis entirely satisfied with his inspection. 
The Coumanding Officer just passed turu,. 

Lieut. bill Soyd recently developed sudden,severe carburetion trouble and had 
to be rushed to the Naval Hospital at San Diegs where the Navel iiedico removed his 
appendix, mate other minor adjustments and returned our Bill looking better, if 
possible, thin when he left us. Some say that the slight reduction in weicht is 
to Bili's advantags. He is away on a month's sick leave and, at last reports, was 
seen arcund Hollywocd. Poor Boy! He is suffering. 

=--- 000=== 


AIR CORPS OFFICERS UNDER ORDERS FCR MARCH FIELD, CALIF. 


Captain Byrne V,. Baucon from Bolling Field, D.v. 

lst Lieut.Frederick Von H. Kiuble Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Paul L, Williams Langley Field, Va. 
Charles McK, Robinson Fort crockett, Texas, 
John S. Gullet Bolling Field, Dv. 
Arthur L. McCullough Mitchel field, N.Y. 
Janes M, Bevans Marshall Field, Kansas, 
John 2. Glascock kelly Field, Texas. 
Ned Schramm Kelly Field, Texas, 
Merton H. McKinnon Brooks Field, Texase 
Leonard D, Weddincton Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 
Byron T, Burt, Jre Langley Field, Va. 
Leo H, Dawson Chanute Field, Ill. 

end Lieut.Patrick W, a Langley Field, Va. 
Hoyt +. Vandenberz Ft, Crockett, Texas. 
Walte> O, White Witchel Fieid, NY. 
James Hewins. Jie Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Lid, 
Ralph @,. Fizner Marshall eawid, Kansas. 
Edgar T. Noyes Fort Crockett, Texas. 
John H. Dulligan Aberdeen Proving Grounds, ild, 
Earl WW, Barnes Fort Crockett, Texas. 
Dixon li. Allison Langley Field, Va. 
George L. Murray Bolling Field, D.. 
Wallace 5. Dawson Lungley Field, Vas 
George E, Herry Urissy Field, Calif, 


a 
EOMBING PLANES UNDERGO COMPARISON TESTS 


Some interesting couparison tests were recently sade Between the new L2=5 
and the NBS-1 under the direction cf Lieut. Odes Moon, Air Corps, who is attached 
to the 20th Bombardment Squadron, Langley Field, Va., for this particular work. 
A climb test was performed with Lieut. Moon flying the LB-5 and Lieut. Aw. John 
Son and Lieut, Ward J. Davies each flying an NEC-1. The planes took off in forma- 
tion and climbed with maximum throt¢le for 25 minutes. At the end of that time the 
LBS had attained an altitude of &,700 feet, the Martins being at 3,400 und 8,300 
fest,respectively. A speed test then followed, and the LB-5 outdistanced its: com= 
petitors., Several days later all three LB5s assigned to the 20th Bombardment 
Squadron were taken on a cross~country flight to luitchel Field, with Lieuts. Moon, 
Vickery and Melville at the controls. Extra pilots and crew chiefs were ferried 
to ldiddletowm and Bristol, these pilots and crew chiefs ferrying back an NBS-1 
and C-1 from Middletown and a new L&5 from Bristol. after leaving these pilots 
at their stops, the planes proceeded to Mitchel Field without incident, and sub- 
sequently returned to Langley Field, 

a= = 00Q=—= 


AIRSHIP DIVING LOW TO CATCH FAVORABLE WIND CREATES SCARE 


An interesting episode occurred shortly after the return of two Langley Field 
airships from Lakehurs t, N.J. The Wing Operations office was bombarded with tele- 
grams and telephone calls asking if one of the ahips had crashed or "crashed in 
flames" in the vicinity cf Salisbury,Md. "We replied", states the News Letter Cor- 
respondent from Langley Field, "in the voin of Mark Twain's famous reply to the 

= -298 « V=5727,AeUe 


= 
eee 


ee ee 


ee “ 











wires requesting information of his demise = 'The reports of my death are greatly 
exaggerated"." Requesting an explanation fromthe pilots, it was found that near 
Salisbury one of the ships dropped clese to the ground to catch a wore favorable 
wind, ; 

These two Airshins, the TC-254 and TO=255, the latter formerly the TU-9, took 
off on the morning of Sentember 22nd on a coast putrol flight. The ships left 
the airship hangar in formation flight at 9:10 A.ii, and, after encouttering strong 
head winds all the way up, arrived at the Naval Air station, Laxehurst, N.J., at 
3:45 P.M, The TC=254 was piloted by 2nd Lieut. 3-T, Starkey and Warrant Officer 
R.E. Lassiter, and the T0-255 by 2nd Lieuts, Lede Skinner and R,R, Gillespie. The 
airshivs remained at Lukehurst several days and made none flights along the 
Atlantic Coast, 


er eele rs 
AIR CORPS COCPSRATTON PRAISED BY BRIGADH COMMANDER 


In sul mitt ing a report on an airplane recunnuissance mission in Panana from 
Albrook Field west to Sentiageo, Republic of Pananu, brigadier-General U.D. Rhodes, 
comaanding the 20th Brigade, states = 
"Before concludias this report it is desired to point cut the great value to 
the Department isilitary teaa as a whole of encouraging close associntion auong of- 
ficers of the various branches of the service, Until the my of this reconnais= 
sance none of the Infantry officers had met any of the sir Corps officers who made 
the trip, although one of the latter had porformed a mission with the 20th Brigade 
a few days previously, Nor had any of thd Infantry officers realized before how 
ereat a strain mst devolve on the aviator during a flight in the presence of an 
enemy and how essential it i. to conserve available Air Corps forces prior to and 
during combat f-- the performance of necessary missions only. The popular idea 
that an aviator can fly many hours day in and day out and that flying under any 
circumstances is mere?v joy-ridin; is wrong. This realization came to each Infane 
try officer who made the trip without anv suggestion or intimations from any mer 
ber of the Air Corps, Thus, in addition to reconnoitering the terrain from the 
air the Infantry officers established close contact with members of another brahch 
of the Denartment team and learned at first hand important facts with regards to 
the limitations of thet branch often not known or not appreciated by officers who 
have had no opportunity to fly. 

In concluding —e t, it as desired to express apyreciation of the cour- 
tecus manner in which the Air Corps eaters carried out what must have been for 
them a routine and matinee tedious mission." 

---000--- 
DEATH OF CAPTAIN JOHN W, SIGNER, ATR CORPS 

Captain John W. Signer, Air Uorps, was killed Sept. 2nd, while engaged in an 
attack mission in the Wahiawa Triangle, Schofield Barracks, ii.f, Captain Signer, 
the loader’ of an attack formation, composed of Captain Henry Pascale and Lieut. 
Frerk Paul, left Luke Field at 8:30 A,lde to sinwiate an attack on an Engineer bate 
talion marching cn the Wehiewu-Honolulu asin toward Wahiawa, The formation went 
into column, attacked the ground troops and then went into Vee again, passed over 
Schofield Barracks, formed column and dove to attack the ground column a second tiue. 

Captain Signer's plane struck the hizh tension wires crossing the triangle, did 
a complete roll to the left and then crashed right side up. The plane caught fire 
immediately. The mechanic, Sergeant Arthur, attempted to lift the unconscious pi- 
lot from the plane, but was unable to'do #0 "and had to leave the plene when the fire 
endangered his own life. Set. Arthur got as far as the wing tip and then collaps sed, 
but was rescued by the “round troops. The plane was consumed by fire before Captain 
Signer could be saved, 

The death of Captain Signer came as a great shock to the personnel of Luke 
Field, 

~--000-—= 


THE NEY SILORSKY SUSQUI-PLANS 


Load and other manufacturers! acceptance tests of the new Sikorsky Sesqui- 
plane, with which Captain Rene Fonck hopes to esteblish new duration and distance 


records, as well as to make a flisht to Paris, were recently conducted at Mit chel 
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Field. The plane has a seating capacity, including the crew, of sixteen. Ona 
recom flight to Washington, thirteen were on bourd. 

The plane, which has been christened "The Ville de Paris", has two Jupiter 
radiel engines of 450 hormepower, and which it is estimated will give a cruising 
speed of 120 miles an hour and a top speed of 140 wiles, Bean and angle duralu- 
min construction has replaced the tube construction of other Sikorsky planes as 
the builder, igor Sikorsky, is of the opinion that corrosion might occur unob- 
served from within. 

The tests appear to have been successful. On one flight with plane and load 
totalling 13,000 pounds, Uaptain Fonck found that the plane would climb on either 
of the two motors, 

r Sixteen thousand flotation pounds are claimed for the plane after the four 
dump valvss have bcen allowed twenty scconds to empty the grsoline tanks built in 
the fuselage. This is considered by the pilot to be an ample factor of safety for 
trans-oceanic flying, as the plane and equipment weigh under ten thousard pounds. 

With trans-Atlantic flights too frequent to be spectacular, Uaptain Fonck, 
who a year ago made the first atteuwnt, plans to make his New York-Paris flight in 
28 hours, thereby establishing a record, 
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¥IRST PURSUIT GROUP TO AGAIN TRAIN AT CSCODA, MICH. 


With the terminetion of Reserve training at Selfridge Field, 
the First Pursuit Group will journey to Oscoda, Miich.s, in three echelons of approx- 


imately two weeks’ duration each, for annual guunery and bombing practice, Arrange- 
ments are now being wade to vrepare Camp Skesl in the best possible shape, but noth- 


ing definite is known av this time as to the dave of opening or the amount of per- 
sonnel involved, "One thir; 
ent, “and that is thet Oscoda and its immediate environs will be no place for a 
good quiet snooze when the Group starts operating." 
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PHOTOGRAPHING PORTION OF THE STATE OF wAINE FROW THR AIR 
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Within a period of nine flying days and in a total of 12 flights, eighteen 
quadrangles, approximating 3800 souare miles of territory in the extreme north 
eastern portion of Maine, were photographed ty an aerial photographic detachuent, 
consisting of Lisut, Herbert K. paisley, pilot, and Technical Sergeant Stolte, 
photographer, of the Army Air Corps. 

The base of operations was established on a hay field, four miles south of 
the town of Van Buren, lie., a very pretty piece of country, according to Liocut, 
Baisley. The field was hilly and liberally sprinkled with rock piles. it was 
necessary to clear a space sufficient for landing and taking off. 

Lieut. Baisley stated that there ic a better landing field at Presque Isle 
and in the vicinity of Caribou, The eastern portion of the tract photographed is 
cultivated and rolled, many farmsaand roads being observed, The western portion , 
however, is practically impassable in the summor time - virtually a wilderness, 
The State of Maine maintains a forestry service in this section, lookouts being 
posted on several mountains for the purpose of spotting forest fires. 

The airmen performed all the necessary work incident to servicing their plane, 
&@ DH photographic ship. No difficulty was experienced in making the necessary ree 
pairs, all being of a minor nature, and keeping the plane in flying trim, All nece 
essary supplies were sent up from witchel Field, N.Y. In the absence of sholter 
for the plane, it was necessary to stake it te the ground, and a piece of canvas 
was borrowed from a farmer to cover the motor. 

It required 34} actual flying hours to complete the photographic mission. 

On the days flying onerations were conducted, the airuen worked until about ten 
o'clock at night. A number of ground parties were observed working on the partic~- 
ular territory which was photographed, and in subsequent conversation with these 
Government surveyors thoy expressed the view that the aerial photographs would 
Prove of great value-to them. The Geological Survey has quite an extensive sure 
veying program for the State of Maine. 

Altogsther the airmen wore absent frou their home station, Scott Field, Ill., 
for a period of six wecks. Lieut. Baisley stated that both he and Set, Stoite 
greatly enjoyed their stay in the idaine Woods; that the people were very hospitable 
ahd evinced a great deal ef interest in the Sirplane, "This is one locality in 
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Mit. Clemens, Mich., 


is certain, however," writes the News Letter Correspona- 
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the United States Lieut, Paisley stated, "“whers the French language is used al- 
most to the exclusion of the English language." 


--=-000=—~= 
RESSRVS OFFICERS IN TRAINING AT SELFRIDGHE FIGLD 


The serena oe of Air Corps Reserve Officers at Selfridge Fieid wes completed 
on Seviember 28th, with no casualties and anparent satisfaction, regardless of 
the shortage of tradnine type aes ‘te all concerned, During the first two camps 
for officers of the Sixth Corps Arca, a total of 96 renee vad instruct ion, mak ing 
2,192 flights for a total of 497 hours and 45 minutes flying tix 

On the first day of the first caup, Licut. Joseph uv. Soper, Reserve, on ex- 
tended active duty, one of the mECT UR ar, in some menner received a glancing 


INC.» 


blow over the eye froma propeller. The ble de first hit the frame of his gogzles 
which probably saved him from a more severe scalp wound, As it was, he spent sev- 


eral days in the hospital and returned to duty sesmingly none the worse for his 
forced vacation and hospital fare 
Reserve officers from tie sth Corps Area received training at the second camp, 
Due to the salvage of all JNs type cf training ships commencing Sept. lst, and the 
delay in transferring Pi-ls to Selfridge Field, only about five ships were avail- 
able for the first class in September, and hence flying time was reduced consid- 
erably. However, mreng the two classes in September the 67 officers reporting 
made 1,520 flights for a totul flying tiwe of 330 hours and 29 minutes. 
During the training of the four classes of Reserve Officers, not one accident 
to a student was recorded and only one accidext to aircraft. This resulted when, 
on the last day «f the last camp, a solo student vanceked from too great a distance 
and bent the stecl struts of a PI-1, necessitating it being sent to the repair shop, 
lfridge Field .fficers be leve that the above constitutes a remarkable perform 
ance for two mou.hs of flying instruction. 
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LUKE FIELD FLYERS CChDUCT TRAINING CAMP ON ISLAND OF HAWAIT 


Seven Martin Bombers, with Captains Harvey, Beeson, Lieuts, Polk, lwadarasz, 
Ferguson, McDaniel, Hicks, R.R. Brown, Craig, Jadet Tef ett and Sgte rt wine ae 
pilots and cbservers, and 17 enlisted men as passengers, took off from Juke Field 
at 8:30 A.M,, Sentember lst for five days' fieic training on the Island of Hawaii. 
The flisht landed at the Upolu Field, its base uf operations, at 11:15 A ul., the 
distance being about 170 niles, Camp was estaviished, utilizing the airways build- 
ings on the field whici consist of one barrack, capacity 49 men, one building for 
radio and spare parts, and one gas and oi] house, A ground radio station was set 
up, using SCR-134 set, All planes were gessed and oiled during the afternoon. 
for aAsinataeéa? cine Chea wes Maree Lif cut so HE RKGa ng Pte Pa! Ahn § ° #0; Ant ra RObd° at"? 
South Cape at 10:40 A,ii., after tusng down the wast side of the Island. Yaking 
the air ayain eat 11:20 A.ii., the flight vroceeded up the east coast, and after 
having passed over the Kilaaca iilitary Cemp and Hilo, landed at Upolu at 1:15 
Pit, Weather conditious wers very good, and radio communication was maintained 
with Upolu Point, except whe: tie fligrt was between South Cape ard Hilo, The dis- 
tance around the Island is 25C miles, 

A three-plane formation took off at 6:45 A.ii., Sept. 3rd to simulate a bombing 
raid over Keahole Point, ebout 40 miles distant on the west side of the Island. 
The flight returned and’ landed et 10:15 Ave 

‘A dance was given at the Hawi Plantection on the nicht of Sept. 4th. Lieut. 


George Polk reports that he danced with vhe big girls, and Jimny hicks with the 
little girls. 


The formation left Upolu Point at 8:35 A.iu., Sept. 5th for Luke Field, and 
landed st 10:35 A.M, This is the first case of a Squadron inthis Departuent 
foncusting ite-field training on another island. Each Martin carried, in addition 
to persernel, 250 lbs. of food, burgage and equipment, thereby making "the flight 
self-sustaining 

Too much credit cannot be given lir. Hind cf the Hawi Plantation vo. for his 
assistance in the form of t#ucks, automobiles and gas pumps at the Upolu Point 
Field. 
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DEPARTMENT COMMANDER UGOMGSNDS FRANCE FIELD PERSONNEL 


Golorel Fisher and the rest of the personnel of France Field, Panama Canal 
Zone, were more thar pleased to receive the followings commendation fren the Departe 
ment Commar.der; 

“Quarry Heights,C.zZ., 

September 21, 1927, 
Subject; State of Training and Discinvline, 

To: Coumanding Officer, France Field, U2. 

1. The Department Comsaider directs me to infora you of his gratifica- 
tion and pleasure at the condition concerning training and discipline that is 
shomm at France Ficld under your command. 

«. After an informal inspection of ycur post, by menbers of the Depart- 
went Staff, on Sepvemoer 15, 1927, the following report was submitted: *The dis- 
cipline, attitude of officers and cnlisted men, and the saluting, were the test 
observed in any post on the Isthmus.’ 

3, The Departuent Commander directs that this letter be read to tha 
assembled members of your command et the first convenient opportunity. 

(signed) JAMES F. Mer INLEY, 
Colonel, Pes GD ey 
Adjutant General, 

woe we OO Dm meme 
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ALR: SERVICGH CLUB AT DENVER, UCLO. 


There has been organizec at Jenvwr, Colo,, an “air Service Uluo", composed of 
Air Corps offices of the 1'’rd Division heserves and the 45th Divisdien Air Service, 
Uclorado Neticna.. Guarc, for the purpose of promoting interest and to foster and 
encourage the developy nt of aviet ion, 

The Secretary of vhis organization, ir. Cecil H. Braddick, brings our atten- 
tion to the fact that Van Eshaack «& Go., an aggressive real estate concern of 
Denver, recently constructed on tue roof of the First National Bank Building in 
the heart of the financial district a large wooden arrow, vainted white, to serve 
as a beacon and guide to visiting aviators, This arrow, which points in the direc- 
tion of Lowry Ficld, measures 16 by 110 feet, und shows up clearly at 5,000 ft. 
elevation against the dark background cf the dvvnvown roofs. 

Van Schaack & Ubapany, as agents for the }irst National bank Building, ar- 
renged this marker without reward as a public s,pirited coutriias sen to the advance- 


ment of aeronautics, lir, Breddick expresses the hope that agents and owners of 
office buildings throughout the country will follow the lead of this concern in i 
80 designating the air ports in their respective cities. 

---000-=— 


AIRSHIPS PR"SENT. AT CELEBRATION OF BATTLE OF THE BRANDYWINE 


The Airshin, TU+254, in command of Lieut, P.R. Gillespie, with a crew of five 
tien, recently flow ffon Lang ley Field to West Chester, Pa., via Boiling Field, for 
the’ purpose of an air demorct ration during the celebration of the 150th Anniver- 
Sary of the battle of Brandywine near West Chester, The Airship left Langley Field 
at 9:30 A.M., arrived et Bolling i ield shortly after 12:00 o'clock, and after the 
Ship was serviced it took off at 12:25 for West Chester, After a two-hour flight, 
the location of the om on the farm of ir, Johi Bonnentt, was reached, 
Shortly thereafter tho enacting of the Battle of brandywino, took place, The 
T0=254, accolupanied by ‘imp U.S wary dirigible "08, Angeles" circled over the 
battlofioid and vicinity until 3;10 P.M., when tne TU-254 departed for Boll ang 

‘leld for refueling and thon for Langley Field, arriving there at about 10:00 1 
---000~-= 
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LIZUT. THOMAS K,. MATTHEWS LOSES LIFE Ziv AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT 
Ly the Selfridge Field Correspondent 


it was with deep rerret that the First Pursuit Group received news of the 
Vafortunate death of lst Lieut. Thomas K. Matthews, Air Corps, at Seattle, Wash., 
Where, since November, 1925, ni was on duty at the "Boeing Aircraft Fact ory as a 
test pilot and acceptarce engineer for the U.S. Army. 
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Lieut, Matthews was well known at Selfridge Field, having been a member of the 
First Pursuit Grour for several ycars prior to his detail with the Boeing Company , 
Joining the Croup at Ellington Field, Texas, in October, 1921, he moved with it 
from that place to Selfridse, where he remained on duty, serving in part as Group 
Opsrations Officer and commanding the 95th Pursuit Scuadron until he was transferreg 
to Seattle in Noveuier, 1925, 

During his service in the air corps, Lieut. hiatthews piloted almost every make 
of airplane, flying over most of France as a pilot during the World War and making 
many long cross-country flizhts including trips from New York Uity to San Francisco, 
and from San Antonio, Texas, to Selfridge Field, Mich., in addition to iiexican 
Border flights. 


Born in Earlville, Iowa, he first enlisted as a Private, lst vlass, in the 
Aviation Section, Signal Gorps, on February 16, 1918. He was commissioned a 2nd 


Lieutenant on July 6, 1918, 
A pilot of more than average ability, the untimely loss. of Lieut, Matthews 
is keenly felt throvghout the Air Corns, 
== 000——= 
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SLAM AT THE pt-1 
Just to show the fertility of the average mechanic's brain, Corporal Thomas 
of the 27th Pursuit Squadron, selfridze Field, stuck his head in the Group Oper- 
ations door the other cay and sadly romarked 
"Say, Sergeant, let's call these PT-1s FTSs," 
"What's the matter, Tommy?" asked the Sergeant. 
"Pretty Tourn Start 4 in'," greaned Tommy, as he carefully closed the door and 
turned his sorrowful mein tovards the line, 
, ---000--~ 
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COLONEL LINDBERGH'S VISIT TO ROCKWELL FIELD 

The big event in aviation in Gan Diego, Calif., curing September was the ar~ 
rival of Colonel Unariss Lindberga. While the post of Rockwell Field was deserte 
except for the necessary guard andfatigue, the Colonel vaid his tribute by circling 
the field and kissing the eround before ho landed in San Diegoe He has a soft 
place in his heart for Rockwell Field, from which he made his start on his memor- 
able flight. Had the personnel of Rockwell ‘ora known of his intentions, every- 
body would have been on deck, but asit was the entire force was at the stadium in 
San Diego with a hundred thousand others to nice tle hero, 

Suffice it to say it was a wonderful day *-r San Diego, and then what a 
banquet at the famous “Del Coronado" with Will Rogers as toastmaster! Tho Rockwell 
Field officers got u great kick out of tne way Will handled the situation. It 
was, indecd, a wonderful tribute to our friend end Comrade of the Air. 

After the banquet the Colonel was whisked to San Diego, where he was init iat- 
ed into the Ancient Egyptian Order of "Sciots" (a liascnic Oider). They say it was 
avery elaborate affair, but we on the outside will have to take their word for it. 
Whatever it was the Colonel deserved it. 

=~ 000——— 
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CONGRESSMAN JAMES INSPECTS FRANCE FIELD, PANALA 


Congressman W, Frenk James, of Michigan, acting Chairman of the Military Af- 
fairs Committee of the House of Representatives, was a recent visitor at France 
Field, Panama Canal Zone, and was the guest of Colonel and Mrs. Fisher, 

Mr. James is keenly actives in matters pertaining to the development of the 
Air Corps under the five-vear program, and he made a careful inspection of France 

ield and Albrook Field with a view to determining what expansion is necossary 
3y. Ghe way of quarters and equipment at those two pleces. 


=---000-—<= 
LANDING OF THE DOLE FLYERS IN HAWAII 


By the Luke Field Corresnendent 


Preperation for the arrival of the Dole birds at Wheeler Field, Schofield 
Barracks, T.H., was started several weeks prior tc the flight under "the direction 


of Major H.J.F. Miller, Commanding Officer of the 18th Pursuit Groupe Bleachers 
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were erected on the edge cf the Flying field and parkin: space for automobiles marke 


ed off. Spectators started to arrive about midnight, August Léth, and by noon it 
was estimated that there were over 39,000 people in the restless crowd eagerly 
awaiting the arrival of the flyers, To ease the tension of the throng, pillts of 
the 18th Pursuit Group went aloft during the morning and put their PW-9s through 
their paces, The Fokker U-2, used by iuaitland and Hegenberger, created consider- 
able attention, 

The Post Exchangs soon ran out of pop and hot dogs, and relief was requested 
froa Schofield and Honolulu. HKusors were flying about at all times, but confir- 
mation was usually lacking, Radio equipved Martin Bombers from Luke Field guarded 
the North, Hast and South sees of Oahu in order to give advance notice of the 
arrival of the Derby planes, 

At about 12:00 noon, Art Gobel in his Wright motored Travel Air Monoplane was 
sighted botween Oahu and Wolokai, and shortly arrived over Wheeler Field, Sur- 
roundéd by Army planes, he circled the field ence, made a short landing, and then 
taxied up to the grandstand to be welcomed by Mr. Dole, Governor Farrington and 
other officials, The plane had a blue fuselaze and yellow wings, the well knovm 
J-5 Wright Radial motor, and wasnaued WOCLAROC. Lieut. Bill Davis, USN, was 
Goebel's navigator, Goebel and Davis both give full credit to the Air Corps radio 
beacon on the Island of Maui as having guided them to the islands, 

About two hours later, Mertin Jensen, pilot and Captain Schivuter, naw gener, 
came in from the North and landed, thoroby winning tho second prizee Jensen's 
plane, & Breese Lionoplane, wes painted yellow with red trimwings, had the Wright 
Radial Je5, and was naued ALOHA 
The other starters = Frost “and Scott, Peddlar, iiss Doran and Inope, and also 
sain Erwin and Zichrodt, who started August 17th, did not iain Radio wes- 
ae were received from Erw’ % séying that he wes in a spin. The Navy had all 
available boats carcling the Islands and were doing everything possible to find 
the lost flyers, but ail efforts proved unsuccessful, 

Peddlur was flyin; a Bull bivlane, Frost uw Lockhead Mo:oplane and Erwin a 
Swallow Moncplance, al” equipped wivh the Wright J-5 Radial motor, Erwin's plano 
was the only one eguinped with raijio. 

-=-000=<= 


NOTES ON AUTIVITIES IN OFFICE CHIEF OF AIR CORPS 


Orders wers requested for Brig.-General Frenk P. Lahm, commanding the Air 


-~ wv 
vorps Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas, to rroce - to Washington for a con= 
ference on matters pertaining to the Air Corps iraining Center, 


Captain Ross G. Hoyt flew to Worcester, liuss, to attend the dedication of 
the airport in that city on October 8th, 


roplane and 


Contracts were apvroved for the vrocurement from the Curti @ 
win s lists, and 


a 

=) 
Motor Coripany of 31 AT--5A airplanes, spare parts, drawings und pa 
100 D-12=D engines and spare parts. 


+. 


Pad 


The Visual Inspection Svsetem is 
the instructors, Mr. Ohmer Stutsman and Technicel Sgt. 
Commanding Officer of that Ficld on Septenber 2€th. 


now being installed at Maxwell Field, Ala., 
Peterson, rpporting to the 


Major Clerence L, Tinker, of the Inspection Division, upon his return from a 
Visit to the iiatvuricl Division, reported a saving of 522, C00 made in the consttuc= 
tion of crew-chiefs! work stards. This was made possible by using tool chests in 
storage at the Middletown Air Depot since the war in lieu of tool cnesis to be 
fabricated as a part of this equipment. 

A contract for tho purchase of additional Kloctric Inertia Svarters wus up- 
proved by th. Assistant Secretary of War and the Chisf of Air Lorps, 


ASS? 


Field Service Section, he stated 
219, caer Flight Report, is rendering a 
ized in the past, as it is 


In a conference with Lieut. Giles, of the 
that from his observation Form Noe. 
greater service than any form that has ‘ba sen author 
forcing pilots to make a detuiled report of malfunctioning of equipment for the 


information of the crew-chief and the engineer personnel, 
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Action was taken to allot $2,500, through the Quartermaster General, for the 
repeir and alteration of landing and take-off runways at Pope Field, N.C. 

The Visuel Inspection System is to be installed at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, 
beginning October 1Cth, 

Request was mde that the 4th Corps Area be authorized to furnish such planes 
as are available for the opening of the airport at Augusta, Ga., on October 28th. 
29th. Langley Fiéid was requested. to furnish an airship for this occasion, if 
practiceble, 


==--O00—=—— 
. WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR UORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station: 1st Lieut. Robert Wc, Wimsatt from Panama to Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, 

ist Lieut, Ames S. Albro from Philippines to San Antonio air Depot. 

lst Lieut, Ira 0, Eaker from Office Chief of Air Corps to duty in Office of 
Assistant Secretary of War. 

Detailed to the Air Corps ani to proceed to Brooks Field for Training: 

Major Lester ii. Wheeler, Infantry; 2nd Lieut. Paul Hamilton, Infantry, lst 
“ieut, Wm. Le lichnery, Cavalry;9nd Liout. J ohn C, Crosthwaite; 2nd Lieut. Thoms 
D. Drake, Infantry; 2nd Lieut. Walter S. Lee, Infantry. 

Relieved from Detail in Air Corps: Lieut.-Col. Walter Krueger, Inf. and to 
duty at Hdqrs. 7th vorps Area, Omana, Nebr. 

Captain Robert W. Corrizon, Inf., to duty at Fort D.A. Russell, Wyoming. 

end Lieut. indrew Ae Frierscn, Cavalry, to 2nd Cavalry, fort Kiley, Kansas, 

WWiscellanscis: 2nd Licut. Louis Howard Ynos, Recerve, relioved from active 
duty at Brooks i:eld. 

Captain Willis H, Hale assicned as student, Tactical School, Langley Yield, 

lst Lieut, Silac v, Hyndshav retired for disability. 

2nd Licut. Lester ii, Nouch promoted to lst Licut., rank from Septe 10th. 
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NOTES FROW AiR SORTS oO FISLD‘ 





lst t+ Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, wi ci., Sept.1y, 
Well, well, here's seme news from Selfridge Field}! Thoucsht they'd disbanded 


the Group; Emphatically not, airmen and otherwisc, emphatically not! Why thinkest 
thou? What? Simply because they sent the 95th to bask in the sun at idarch Field? 
No children, ycu are all wrong. 

The First Pursuit Groun is very much sites at the old cross roads as ine 
habitants and other beasts of oirden sojourning in adjacent territory will testify. 
The drone cf cur little fighting machines neverceases and, like England whose 
proudest boast is that the sun nevur sets on an unshaveu British chin, ours is that 
the sun never sets on a aission uncemplsted, Vicissitudes have beset us,ah times 
destreyed our perfect rhytha, but never our equanimity, so though our abs ence in 
these columns islasentable, we have been with you all in spirit and promise faithe 
fully to greet you in each future issve, 

Like the trees and shrubs that are colored by the wtumn sun, Selfridge, too 
takeson a new and better appearance, Newconstruction of wreee-ed ete barracks pro- 
gresses rapidly, and the ant houses that are to serve as shelter for the noncon- 
nissioned officers and their families take on size, however negligible, and all 
should be ‘ready for eeemconinnls before wintry blasts fromthe lake sweep across the 
field, 

With the evacuation of Fort Wayne, nadie, Michigan, Selfridge Field has be- 
come the haven of welcome to endless AWOL's and others who find the great outdoors 
careless of their personal welfare and who decide that freedow on an empty stomach 
is less toleragie than punisnaent on a full one, The Little guard house here should 
heave been male of rubber, I' any more are incarcerated the walls will have to 
stretch or we'l! have enothir Black Hole of Calcutta, 

During Augisc the 19 Air Corps officer pilots at this field made 656 flights 
for a total of 466 hens and 55 reaisees. the Air Corps Resurye officer pilots on 
exyended duty at this station made a total of 1392 flignts for a total tinue of 
567 hours. 

During two 14 days’ training periods in august, aporeximately 102 Air Corps 
Reserve Officers received training, making 2192 flights for a totel time of 497 
hours and 45 minutes. In addition, Reserve officers on inactive status made 30. 
flights for a total of 20 hoursand 5 winutes, Other flights not listed above 
brought the morth's total to 4,499 flights and 1668 hours and 30 minutes flying 
time, 

During the first 14 days in Septenber, apnroximately 50 Reserve officers re- 
ceived flying training, making 604 flights for ié4 hours and 15 minutes in the air. 
The last class is now undergoing training, but at prosent no figures are available, 

Lieuts, Louie C, ikiallory, Wiliiau i Cornelius and Irvin A, Woodring, flying 
type Pel planes, and Lieut, William H. Doolittle, flying a type C-1 Transport with 
five enlisted mechanics as passengers, arrived ut Spokane, Washington, September 
l%h, for duty in connection with the National air Races at that place, Four 
other enlisted’ men from this field were ferried to Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, on 
September 16th, but these men, mors fortunate than the others, are scheduled to 
ride in state, their transportation being a Fokker C-2, three-engined transport. 

Athlot ies along with fTyine receive atte aes also. They even have Lieut, 

"Two J'Williams giving the pilots cheese knife instruction for e half hour each 
afternoon, Baseball has come and gene, with the 17th Pursuit Squadron, after 
Coming from behind to win a three-game seriss from the 57th Service Squadron, 
resting securely on top of the heap, 

Football now holds the attention of all aspiring athlotes and rabid fans. 

Zach organization has its squad onithe field each afternoon and we'll get some 
interesting dope on the bone-crushers a little later on. sure have some great 
battles around October, 


mt 


S9lfridge Fie’d, Nt, Clemens, idich., Sept. 30, 





Ed, Note, Our Correspondent neads this contribution "9/31/27" . Wonder what 
Sort of new calendar the Pursuiters have cooked up at Selfridge? 

In addition to routine ns and friendly and heated arguments over forma- 
tions just flown, the heavyweight bout at Chicage was brought to the attention of 
the Group in some mysterious manner, Several of the personnel here were present 


at this event, If any one of them had no better view of the fight than the writer 
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had of last year's football classic between the Army and Navy, they'll have to 
take the word o° the news spapers that the participants inthe main'go, or horse race. 
it's all accerding to one's syapathy, convintions or the shekels that seemed to 
lose weight and fineliy disanpvear as that famous seventh round drew to e close = 
were as advertised, namely, Dem and Tunney. 

‘ Soldiers Field, when fillk is one place in the world to actually view a 
crowd of almost unbelievable color, jiovemerits.and noise around you are lost in é 
abstracted contemplation of a sae. intriguing sea of huuanity at the other 
6nd of the vust bowl. One seews lost in a crowd, harried mid oppressed, shoved 
and. kicked and hurt and yet alone, alone, There. is no understanding such a 
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paradox, 7 
Gee, inthe retrospection of « pulse quickening spectacle one grows eloquent, r 
doesn't one? (Ha) But on to the Group. 
wiayor Streit of lit. Clewens, that famous beth City, having gotten himself 1 
lost inthe uncharted wastes of Lake St. Clair, was promptly rescued by the Group, f 
On September 20th the Mayor started ovt with three others from Nt. Clemens for 
Algonac, \iichigan, to inspect some construction for the lit. Clemens Sugar Cos, of t 
which he is President. No word was received fyom him at midnight and, with a ] 


heavy storm raging, lit Clemens officials becawe alarmed and sent an 5.0.5. to 
Selfridge about 1:30 A.iM. ‘ 

A power boat was emcehiganiensd sent out by Lieut. Russell Keillor, A.C., Asst, : 
Adjutant, in search of the missing party. Six o'clock in the morning, there being 1 
no word from cither boat, phewt Keillor wertout in search of them with a P-l and t 
located the Government bout ut Algonac, the missing party having been rescued an 
hour Penennys The City's Executive had been marooned on a sand bar from about 
five o'clock the day before until rescued by the Selfridge boat at five o'clock 
in the morning, 

The ‘fcotbai’, season waz officially opened on the postponed Organization Day, 
September 27th. All fur of the Group League iain’ teams joined to make one 
regulation football gave, The 17:4, last year's near champions, and the 57th, 
last year's championc, played the first half of “yeh minute «uarters, and the 94th 
and27th played the last half, Ths 17th Squadron won the first half, The £7%th 
with their bright orance or yellow jerseys and a heavy line, which makes them ap- 
pear serious contenders for this year's shampionship, completed a forward pass and 
place kicked the extra point for their 7 to O victory over the inexperienced 94th 
team. The game was well attended, though pleyed in a steady downpour, 

The Group is preparing to move to Oscoda for aerial gunnery, 27 enlisted men 
under the command of 2nd Lieut, John BE. Bodle nuw being at Oscoda preparing the 
camp for the arrival of the first echslon of 17 pilots and approximately 468 
enlisted mon. 
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Langley Field, Hampton, Va., September 22. 
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A report receritly filed by Lieut. D.L. behncke, A.C., Reserve, concerning a 
night flying mission in connection with the Coast Artillery experiments at Fort 
Monrce with infra red ray seurchlishts, shows the wission was completed success- 
fully by the Air Corps, fer Monroe found difficulty in picking up the Martin 
Bomber, althowgh when concerirated in the rays was clearly visible and the plane 
was held in the rays until a new altitude range was taken, Lieut, Behncke reports 
the range of the device limited. 

Captain Dickson and Lieut. Strahm, of Selfridge Field, left Langley Field 
With two P-1A pursuit planes from the Air Corps Tactical Schcol which were trans- 
ferred to the First Pursuit Group. 

Lieut. Odas Moon, of Kelly Field and tne Air Corps Boxbardment Board, arrived 8 
with Captain Hale in a new LB-5, to be delivered to the 2nd Bombardment Group. 


Gull Oat, 


ch > rr 





Lieut. Moon is remaining at Langley Field for several weeks to service test the L 
new LB-5 planes just received, and to compare their service performance with the ° 
Martin Bombers, 
The 2nd J umbardment Group training program is progressing favorably, and its a 
advantages are beginning to show in the better scores being made in bombing and 1 
. bi 
aerial gunnery. An opportunity is to be given each pilot in the Group to qualify " 
for ratings both in aerial bombardment and aerial gunnery, so the pilot's inter- ' 
est is naturally enhanced, and it is expected that a good average for the Group 
will be secured. na 
96th Bombardment Squadron: A very successful picnic was held at Oak Grove, : 





Va,, on Sept, 14th. Various games and boxing matches were held, also foot races 
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and a live chicken race. As tnere were many places:for the chickens to hide, quite 
a bit of excitement was raised, Private Brinkuan cane in first, Private bemer, 
pecond and Private Dalbey,third, The prizes fer the race were furloughs for thirty, 
twenty and fifteen days, respectively, 

During the past week this orgenization aoccanlished a total flying time of 
28 hours ard 55 minutes consisting of 8 flights, Practically all missions were 
aerial gunnery, 

Vaptrin hust with Sgt, Johnson as swoke screen operator flew the smoke screen 
plane to Carlisle Barracks on September 14th, returning on the 16th, 

eCth Boubarduent Squadron: Flying activities the past week were confined 
largely to aerial bombing and Uamera Obscura, in accordance with the Second Bombard- 
ment Group Yraining Program for the first poriod,. 





Lieuts.A.H. Johnson und B.C. repnciniins tac i avscvdnuce with the abowe mene 
tioned Wwalning program, Lia‘le. cress- niry flights, the former to Lolling Field 
and the latter to Phi — 11a, Pas 

Lieut. Odas Moon, of Kelly Field, a wember of the Board appointed to service 


test the LE=5, was re ee to the Squadron for the purpose of testing the four 
LE-5s of this organization. 

Sth Airship Company: The Aivship 254, in command of Lieut. E.T. Starkey, 
with a crew of five, flew to Mebane, N.C., on sept. a to demonstrate the use of 
lighter-thaneair craft during the celebration of the Mebane County Fair. Head 
winds ranging in 10 to 15 m.p.h, were encountered the entire distance of 180 
miles, which delayed the arrival of the ship an hour and 15 minutes. 

Upon arrival at iicbane, the lunding field and party ware easily located and 
a landing made immediavely, avd lin un expeditious ET a. FER encund crey was Ccide 
posed. of local Cis Lzens, unlor tho c@inection of. Mr. o- G-PacnelX,.who had previous- 
ly received inst-uctions as “c the necessary procedure. The ai irship crow was wel 
comed by a recéy ion commit :re heated by Mir, Parnell, of the Mebane "Enterprise", a 
locaz newspaper, The ship somaired on the fair grounds an hour and 15 eked 
during which timo it wus refveloc sith 105 gallens of gasoline. The crew was kept 
busy answering tue qrestiors ef ine large crowd of people who surrounded the ship, 
Last, but net least, a delicicus iunch of chicken san withes was served the crew, 
The shin took off for the return flight at 1:35 P.il, and accomplished it in the 
quick time of three hours, landing at Langley at 4:40 P.M. 

Captain Charles P. Clark, Commanding the 19th, who was on leave for the past 
two months, roturned to duty Sept. 8th, He spent his vacation in Canada and North- 
ern States and was accompanied by irs, Clark und their two daughters. 





Labgley Field, Haupton, Va., Sept. 29, 





Lisuts. W.V. oe and L.s. Webster arrived from Kelly Field on the 26th 
in two 02s which we re ansferred ?rom that stavion to the Air Corps Tactical 
School at Lang)ey. They reported an uneventful trip and a pleasant visit at 
Wright Field, Dayton. 

Lieut’. J.S. aed Roserv on extended active ae at 7 enna Field, 7 

Het 
Training Center at Sun Antorio. Fis passenger was diab allen, Air Uorps, Re- 
Serve, who was on a trip from his home, Shrevcport, La,, to Washington, for the 
purpose of interesting the Air vorps in moving tue 3rd Atvack Uraup from Gelveston 
to Shreveport. 

Lieut. Williams left jcc — 25th for his home station, Selfriige Field, 
in another of our DHs transferred to other stations. Orders recently received 
nave taken all training planes yi DHs awav from us, leaving of course, our Group 
equipment and the Air Corps Tactical School ecuinment. 

Worthy cf note is an incident which shows that Chaplain Stephon R, Wood, of 
Langley Field, ig on tne job, One of the officers of the post in identifying one 
of the Dperections Office personnel gave this final description of the man: 

"You know, he's the man who goes to church," 

20th’ Roubar disent Squadron: The Squadron activities for the past week were 
largely c coufined to carrying out the Group training program. Cawera obscura and 
boubing missions were performed by the squadron perconnel, and some excellent 
records were made. 
96th Bombardment Squadron: This organization operated to capacity in car- 
Tying out the Group training program, Thirt y-eizht hours and 20 minutes were 
flown this week, with a totel of 6,196 rounds of aumunition fired on two targets 
and ground target 8s. The pilots are becoming; more proficient and it is expected 
800d scorss will be made on record runs, 
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Lieut. D.L. Bohnecke, Squadron Armauent Officer, is recovering. from his re- 
cent illness, He was confined to the hospital for three weeks, 

Lieut. ¢.T. McReynolds was ordered to Kristol, Pa., for a period of three 
months’ duty with the Keystone Airplane Corporation. 

19th Airship Comnanv: The Airship TU-254 formerly the To-5, under the com. 
mand of Captain uP, Clark, u.0. of the 19th Airsnip Uo., made a cross-country 
flight to Washington and return on Sept. 17th. Awzong tne passengers were ilajor 
Richards, Air Corps and Uaptain Cutler, Infantry. 

On the afternoon of Sept. 2Cth the Airshin Tc-254 was flown to Uharlottes- 
Ville, Va. It was under the command of Capt. U.P. sa with 2nd Lieut. 3.T, 
Starkey as navigator, and Lieut.-Col. Culver, Commanding Officer of Langley Field 
and Major F.M, Andrews as observers, Upon arrival at Charlot es ville, the air- 
Ship landed at the Ccllege Jity, the landing being macs by a crew composed of 
local citizens, The crew cf the ship was welcomed by the Rotary Club of Char- 
lottesville and were the guests of the — at dinner. after remaining on the 
ground for 2 hours and 45 minutes, the airship took off for the return flight 
at 8:45 P.M., arriving at Langley at 11:30 P il. 





Mitchel Field, Long Island, W.Y., September 21. 





Practically tne entire comnaand of enlisted men were the guests of Playground 
Amusement Fark at Freeport, Long Island, on September 16th. ‘very amusement facil. 
ity in this beautiful park was thrown open to the soldiers and for four hours the 
men enjoyed SHNRaCL VES. Steeplechase Park at Consy Island affords a similar 
privilege to iiitchel Yield each year, 

Scarcely a week passes that Mitchel Field fails to entertain groups of citi- 
zens interested in aviation 1d desiring to observe what progress is being made, 
Formation flyins in connection with training was recently staged for the 500 del- 
egates and visiters to the national convention of Lions held at the Hctel Nassau 
at Long Beach, and latur a lurger sumber of Veterans of Foreigh Wars when they 
held their convent ior at the same netel. 

Numerous troops of Boy Scouts visited the field und went through the shops 
and living quarters of the troops, in addition to watching the routine flying. 
These future citizens leave the field with a better idea of the U.S- Army and its 
opportunities, as well as of the science of aviation. Another class of frequent 
visitors is yudentc at various public and private schools, who come to the field 
under the supervision of their teachers, 


Luke Ficld, T.H., August 32. 





pti five planes being 


An airways flight was made to Upolu Point Field, 
OR-134 radio set. The 


used = 3 DH-4 Ms, one DH-4B-P and 1 DH-4ui-1 equipped with $ 


personnel consisted of Lieut.-Colonel J.H. Howard, Liouts. J.€, Cannon, J.J. 
O'Connell, Leaks Smith, MV Re Wood, ee Meck lain, AAs eX erris, FE aha Schneeberger 
Q+ of 
Staff 


Reserve), Technical Sergecnt Ben Dorcy, 
Sergeants Arsenault and Armb-uster. The purpose of the flight was to inspect 
airways fields, construction of buildings on toso fields, and to test the Radio 
beacon ca Maui. Due to rain the Upolu Point field was the only one visited, Uap- 
tain Shanzraw tested the Signal Corps experimental radio set with the radio beacon 
but the results were not satisfactory. xr. Hind of the Hawi Plantation entertain- 
ed the party on the nicht of the visit, The flight returned the following day. 
The elapsed time to Hawaii was 2 nours and 25 minutes, and the return one hour 
and 45 minutes. 

Considerable flying was done the past week t owing targets for the Coast 4r- 
tillery Anti-aircraft Regiment. Tnis firing was for the purpose of testing new 
Sights devised by the Ordnance Department. 

Preparations were made to take part in the Territorial Fair in the form of 
exhibits of airplanes, camcrac,parachutes,radio sets, bombs and machine guns. 

Three Martin Bombers and five DHs wére received on tho last two transports 
from the Rockwell Air Depot. 

Lieut. H.W. Farguson may be seen every evening sailing over the bounding 
deep of Pearl Harbor in his Star boat. 

Licut. Joe Merris took over the FR. & R., and great 
expected therefrom. 

Luke Field reveated ner baseball conquest of last year by winning the cham 


pionship of the Honolulu Sector League, and as that League's representative the 
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C.C. Shengraw (Captain, Air Corns 
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Army Vhampionship of tne Hawaiian Department. The 19th Infantry, otherwise known 
as "The Chickamauguans", represented the Hawaiian Division in the Department ser- 
ies, Luke Field won three games ard lost one, the sceres being 2-1, 5-6, 5-0 and 
4-1, The first and third games were played at the Honolhulu Stadium and the second 
and fourth at Schofield Barracks, Luke Field lost the first game played at Scho- 
field, but broke the proverbial jinx and won the second game played at that place, 
Ten trucks were necessary to carry the loyal rooters to each game, McUaghren 
pitched and won tho firet and third games; Tarpley and Mercer lost the breaks in 
the second game, but sisrcer came back strong and won the deciding game. Ashley, 
Fitzpatrick and Harkins excelled in hitting and fielding. The squad consisted of 
Staff Sergeants Klemp, Fitzpatrick, Guile, McCaghren, Sergeants Ashley, Edwards, 
LeBerthon, Corporals Tarpley, Harkins, Privates Mercer, Earley, Good, Schafer, 
Durham, Joseph and Holmes, Klemp is manager of the team, Tarpley, Captain and Lieut 
JH. Hicks, officer in charge, 

Luke Field, ausumented by players from other Army teams in the Department, will 
play a three-game serics with the Navy for the Service Championship of the Rock, 
‘All games will be played at the Honolulu Stadium, 

Lieut. R.«S, Worthington was transferred to the 18th Pursuit Group at Wheeler 
Field, It appears that Major Miller is strengthening his golf team, which already 
is composed of such stars as Lieuts. Stace, Dayton and Capt. Shook. 

Lieut. P.S, Schneeberger left for Kilauea, Hawaii, to take in some of the 
mountain atmosphere, 

Licut, H.S. Kenyon underwent a major operation at Tripler Hospital the past 
week, but now is recovering rapidly. 

Licut. GA. Cover moved on the post and is now occupying the quarters vacat- 
ed by Lieut. Worthington, 

Lieuts. Jack J. O'Conne 
a hunting trip i Alaska, 

Licut . E.S, Moon joined the royal order of Benedicts and married Miss Beatrice 
Lind of Honolulu on Au.ust loth, 

Lieut . &B, Lobe: arrived on the last transport and was assigned to the 4th 
Observation Squadron, 

Lieut. P.H. Prentiss, Athletic Officer, erected two handball courts and a box- 
ing platform in the recruit hangar, 

Captain Pascale was transferred to the 65th Service Squadron and Captain 
Miller to the 4th Observation Squadron. All airplane observers were transferred 
to the 4th Observation Squadron. With one or two exceptions, all officers now in 
the Observation Squadron are either Airplameli.ct and Airplane Observer, or Air= 
plane Observer, 


* 


.l and J.L. Davidson left on the last transport for 


Luke Field, T.H., September 1.23 





= 


Capt. A.J, Etheridge, A.C., left this field August 3lst for station at 
Selfridge Field, Mich, Everyone was sorry to see Jerry leave, 

Cart. Henry Pascale enjoyed tvo weeks' detached service at the Military Camp 
in Hawaii. 

Great interest is being shown in golf at. this field, It is reported that Capt. 
Beeson, our genial Flight Surgeon, has seen tho light and now, in addition to al- 
lowing that sport count for exercise, may be seen himself Wednesday and Saturday 
chasing the festive pill o er the green at Schofield Barracks, Among the Mali- 
hinis at this sport are Uapts. L.T. Miller, McCullough, McEntire, Licuts. Paul H. 
Frentiss and L.E. Sharon. 

Capt. Heine Woolridge, Reserve, who resigued from the Regular Army in 1925, 
reported Sept. Ist for two weeks' active duty. He was assigned to the 23rd bon- 
bardment Squadron for trainirg. 

The Army Baseball team, composed of the Luke Field team, augmented by players 
from other teams in the Honolulu Sector League, was defeated by the All-Navy Team 
tvo straight games, August 27th and 3lst, the scores being 9-5 and 3-l- In the 
eecond game Ucrporal Turpley was in rare form and held the Navy to 8 hits, but the 
Army could not bunch cnough hits to win, It was purely a case.of the best team 
Winning. 

Luke Field was visited Sept. 9th by the Department Commander, idajor-Gen, W.Re 
Smith and the Separate Coast Artillery Urigade Coumander, brig.-Gceneral H.D, Todd, 
Jr., and their Staffs, for the purpose of presenting to.Luke Field the Department 
énd Honolulu Sector kaseball cups. All planes were lined up on the flying field 
With the entire personnel of the 5th Composite Gro. iraded in front. After the 
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usual inspection, the cups were presented with appropriate remarks, Wiajor Pe, 
Van Nostrand, Group Commander, utilized this opportunity to present to the bage. 
ball team sweaters which were donated by the Luke Field American Legion Post, 

The 4th Obsefwetion Squadron is the scene of much activity these days, five 
or six missions being performed each morning, Observation for the Field Artillery 
and Coast Artillery compose most of the missions, but sketching, special recone 
naissance and dummy shoots are also on the operations order each day. 

The 23rd and 72nd Eombardment Squadrons are now engaged in extensive boub ing, 
Statistics are being compiled as to the results obtained when bombs are dropped 
empty and when dropped loaded with sand, Forty and fifty-pcund bombs are also being 
tosted-as to the feasibility of utilizing them in practice bowbing from Martin 
bombers in place of the heavier bombs normally used. A target was anchored in 
the water near Fort Kamehameha by Lieut. C.I. Ferris, Asst. Armament Officer to 
be used in connection with these tests. 

. Corporal John C, Kerry, 72nd Squadron, (2nd Lieut, A.C. Reserve) was discharg. 
ed Aug. 3lst and ordered to active duty for one year, Lieut. Berry was transferred 
to the 18th Pursuit Group, Wheeler Field, on Sept, ist. 

Three Martin Bombers, piloted by Capt. L.L, Harvey, Lieuts. George Polk and 
RJ. Brown, flew to Molokai Sept. 12th, ferrying Major G.S. Patton, Hawaiian Div. 
ision, Mr. CH. Vooke,Jr., Mr. W.C. Crawford and air, R.il, Duncan. The purpose 
of this flight was to select a Territorial airport site on Moickai. As the pas- 
sengers were to spend several days at iiolokai, the flight returned to Luke Field 
the same day, 


Boston Airport, iiass,, October 3, 


2 





Flying activities at this station during the past mnth were curtailed due 
to the fact that the destru:sion of the JNs planes and the transfer of DH planes 
to Kelly ard Mascch Fie’ds left only one TT-1 piane for the flying of both Regular 
Army and Reserve Corps pilots. 

Work on the new “pyerations Office is progressing rapidity, and the building 
Should be completed end reedy for occupancy about the end of the month, Most of 
the work on this building is being done by soldier labor, and most of the material 
was salvaged from either Camp Dewens or Fort barks, 


Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., September 17. 





Majors Clagett and Chisum, Lieuts, Taylor, Koenig, Grart and six enlisted 
men of this station left Sept. 16th for the National ‘ir Races at Spokane, Wash. 
Lieut. Burgess, of Clover Field, and Capt. Perry D, Moulton, Santa Monica, the 
Flight Surgeon, accompanied the flight to Spnokane, The journey was made without 
incident in one C-1C0, three 0-23 and two 0H airplanes, ; 

Lieuts, Paul and Losmis, having completed cooperative training with the 10th 
U,S. Field Artillery, Caup Lewis, Washington, returned here Cept,. 13th, They re- 
ported the results as highly satisfactory from the viewpoint of both the Air Vorps 
and the 10th Field artillery. ‘ 

Licut, Theodore J. Koenig reported for duty Sept. 9th and was assigned to 
the Air Office. ‘ 

Major Livingston G, Irving, A.R., reported Sept, 13th for two weeks' active 
duty, 

First Lieut. Harold H. Edgar, Reserve, reported for two weeks active duty 
Sept. 13th and was assigned as Asst, Engineering Officer, Pal 

Staff Sgt. Harold b, Kannolt visited Crocker Junicr High School, San Francis- 
co, and gave an informal talk on Radios . tas 

Captain David A. ilyers, Flight Surgeon, Was called upon by the Pacific Broad- 
casting Association to speak before the microphone onthe subject "Use of Instru- 
ments in Flying". He spoke interestingly and instructively for over 20 minutes. 

The field was visited by 21 officers of the Medical Cfficers' Reserve Corps 
on duty at their annual training camp at the Presidio of San Francisco, They 
were received by Major A.L. Sneed, the Commanding Officer, who addressed them for 
20 minutes on Air Corps organization and equipment. Captain DA, Myers, the 
Flight Surgeon, then addressed them for one hour on the subject of aviation med= 
icine. He discussed the reactions of avistors to conditioéns existing in the air 
and explained why these reactions sometimes cause aviators to have false judgment 
when flying, This point was illustrated by a practicul demonstration, using an 
apparatus designed by Captain Myers and Captain Wm.C.s Ocker, 

Following Captain Myers' address, seven of the-officers. were taken up for 
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flights. The weather and visibility being wry good, the flistts were enjoyed 
very much by the visitors, Major Sneed, Major L.G. Irving and Lieut. G.A. Jones 
were the pilots on these flights. 

First Lieut. F.N. Barber, 2nd Licuts, Thecdore J, Munchof and 0.W. Coyle, 
Reserve, reported here for active duty for one year. 


gan Antonio sir Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, October l. 





Thirteen officers arrived Sept. 29th from March Field to obtain that number 
of PT-1 planes from this depot to Ferry back to the Primary Training School at 
that field. These pilots were: Vaptains I.H, Edwards, J.ii. Davidson, lst Lieuts. 
E.G. Harper, Y..A. Pitts, DeG. Stitt, U.J. Kenney, J.K. Glascock, J.5. Gullet, N.F. 
Twining, 1.0. Wintcr, DeW. Norwood, 2nd Lieuts. W.E. Whitson and W-E,Plumner, 

The planes were Hopped over to Kelly Field from which the flight took off. Two 
other FT-1s are also being furnished by the Depot for march Field and will be 
ferried by Captain W.ii, Rundoloh of Kelly Field and lst Lieut, A-H. Rich of brooks 
Field, 

end Lieut. John H. Price, Reserve, on duty at Bolling Field, arrived Septe 
30th to have repeirs isade to the 02-0 plane he was ferrying from Fort Sill. 

The Pigmented Dope Spray system for use in the Dope House of the Engineering 
Departmem of this Denot is now being completed. The completion of this unit 
will greatly facilitate the doping of airplane surfaces and will fill a long felt 

need of the Engineering Department, 

First Lieuts, WeV, andrews and L.S,. Webster, of Langley Field, arrived Sept. 
eend to obtain two Douglas 0-2 planes to ferry back to their home station, 

Capt. Early E.W, Duncan, on duty with Hdqrs. eth Corps Area, Chicago, was a 
visitor at this Depct, arriving by rail Sept. 26th. He left onthe 28th, ferry- 
ing a VE-9 to the Chisago ‘iinicipal Airport for the use of Reserve Officers, 

Captain Ov:o G. Trunk and Lieut . James E, Duke, Jr., of this Depot, flew to 

Fort Worth, Texus, Seot. 2ésh,as representatives of this station at the reception 

in honor of cColunel aindbergh. on vhat date. 


France Field, Panama anal Zone, ‘ge ptember 26 -- Lieut, Douglass 








This station has certainly taken cross-country training seriously. Almost 
every week there is at least one flight, and usually wore, undertaking this im- 
portant phase of training. In a very short time all of our pilots will be thor- 
oughly familier with all of the terrain of the hepubdlic of Panama and its adjac- 
ent waters. France Field is making a name for itself throughout the country by 
its conduct of the flights and by showing no purtiality in places visited. In 
these flights all of our ships undergo tests -- PW-93, DHs, Awphibians, martin 
Bombers and our one Douglas Transport. 

The 24th Pursuit Squadron tcok ten PW-9s to Aiton, accompanied by the Trans- 
port with men and supplies. A model canny was established ard maintained, Colonel 
Fisher inspected this advance airdrome and was well pleased. A few weeks later 
this same squadron left -on an extcided trip to David, near the Costa Rican border, 
All airplanes encountered en route were tres ated as enemy planes and a detailed 
report was made to Post Operations as to the tims, place and outcome of hostile 
engagements, 

The Bombardment Squacron, led by Captain Connell, recently made trips to 
Sartiago and David. Cooks and rations were taken along, and camps for overnight 
stays established, These old Martins, thanks to the efficiency of our repair 
and service departments, always complets their missions. 

The 7th Observation Squadron was very successful in their test of the Loen 
ing Amphibians, They visited the United Fruit Company's plantation et Almirante, 
Point Abaldia, and David EBay, The trip to Almirante was saab without difficulty 
in two hours, while Set, Berg kept in constant radio communication with France 
Field, Lieuts. Probst and Hough, our signal officers, were elated at their suc- 
cess in keer*ng in constant communication for over 200 miles with an SUR-134 radio 
telegraph set, 

For the past three months Lieut. Wimsatt and his three cadets were flying 
hissions, both night and day, for the Zone Harbor Defenses. The anti-aircraft 
batteries used the airplanes for tracking, firirig of machine guns and 3" battery 
practice, We have not as yot heard the results, 

France Field is always ready to do its share of entertaining for vis 3itorse 
A girls'.school, 200 strong, entered our gates last weck and wanted to see our 


Planes, pilots (?) and what they both could do. They left satisfied as well 
i W020 V=5727, Ase 








Senrrnagereat sean egy Hin aiheacedlngs 





; 
! 
i 
b 
k 
i 
} 
| 





pleased with what they had seen, A letter followed their departure verifying this. 
and especially commending Lieut. bob Williams for his beautiful exhibition of up] 
side-down flying, 

Our wives are as usual beginning to resent too much cross-country flying, 
They claim we can go to places and see things, while they are tied to this small 
Isthmus. The United Fruit Co. came to their rescue and offered to take about 
eight passengers to their plantation noar David, From there they can take the 
train to koquetté and check up on their husbands' work in this sectors The first 
contingent consisted of iiesdames Larcon, werrick, McHugo, Ballard and Lieut. and 
irs. McGregor and Lieut. and Mrs. Douglass, McGregor and Douglase chaperoned the 
women and they will also protect the interests of the other husbands, that is, 
they will endeavor to explain the misinformation that the girls might receive. 
We will learn the results of this trip when they return. 


Scotti Field, Bellevibhe, I11,, Octover 23, 





“With a great many of the officers returning from leave spent in various parts 
of the United States, and the Air Corps Balloon and Airship course starting at : 
about the same time, Sept. 15th, activities at Scott Field began to booms 

Major Mald@anado, Royal Spanish Army, who completed the course at the Air 
Corps Balloonand Airship School with the Class of 1926-27 and who, with liajor 
B, Malas, Royal Spanish Army, participated in the International balloon Race, is 
at present visiting friends at Scott Field, 

At 6:40 P.li., Sept. 29th, Scott Field was visited by a slight tornado which 
ceused considerable damage. It removed a large portion of the top of one set of 
barracks, the front porch of one set of officers' quarters and wrecked five of 
the hangars, It was all over in less than a winute, but during that short time 
caused plenty «? trouble, | 

Flying tire for the past worth amounted to 1134 man hours, 267 aircraft hours 
and 120 hours and 3 minutes in frie balloons. 





Rockweil Air Depot, “Coronao, Car 


Hon. W. Frank James, Chairman of the House idilitary Affairs Committes, 
in a Fokker Transport piloted by Lieut. Harry A. Dinger, was a welcome visitor 
here recently. de paid: a high are ena to our activity, and it is felt that 


-his visit will mean much to Rockwell Air Depot, 


Lieut. Ray H, Clark left Sept. 26th for Pearson Field to bring back a DH-4iil | 
airplane. He is now cn his way back, .and we csn imagine what a beautifully scene] 
ic he is having flying over the Shasta Mountains in Northern California. While 
that part of the country is wonderful to look at, it is not quite so good fora 
forced landing, and va again it feels a little " chilly when you look down on 
the snow-capped peaks of the Sierras. However, the Lieutenant will enjoy it and 
will get "thawed" out when he géts back to Southern Valifornia. 

The Packing ard Shippirg Dapertment is rushed to capacity these days crating © 
the Douglas Trarsports for shipmens on the Army Transport MEIGS, which will ar- 
rive at this "Port of Call" about October 5th Dound for Hawaii and the Philippinegs 
Very seldom does a transpo-t dock here, and it is necessary to ship the majority 
of supplies by freight to Fort Mason for loading.on the transports there, When 
one does stop here it is an event, Je 

The Reserve Officers gave a dance at the Officers" Ulub October lst , cele= 
brating the exit of the JN type training plane and.the advent of tho new I?-1ls ° 
ef which they have none, . ‘ 
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